
An Sustainable Backdrop for Living

The Elm has been designed to LEED Gold for New 
Construction v2009 standards. The following overview 

outlines the sustainable features of the building and also 
lists resources for residents interested in sustainable living.
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Let sustainable  
l iving take shape

TRANSIT ACCESS & PARKING
The site is located in a densely developed area with access to 
numerous community services in downtown Bethesda. Transit access 
is a unique feature of the building since a new Metro Rail station is 
being built in the project’s adjacent plaza which will be integral to the 
overall site.

Additionally, the parking garage has EV charging stations for  residents 
with electric vehicles.  There is also a Porte Cochere in the garage.

RESIDENT RESOURCES
Information on a number of available transit resources, including 
public transit, carpooling, car sharing, and bike routes can be found 
at https://www.bethesdatransit.org/.

WATER EFFICENCY
Plumbing fixtures were installed in apartments which result 
in 38% water savings compared to the LEED baseline. This is achieved 
with fixtures with the below flow rates.

• Lav faucets: 1 gpm
• Toilets: 1.28 gpf 
• Showerheads: 1.5 gpm
• Kitchen faucets: 1.5 gpm

The above fixture flow rates result in approximately 7,874,262 gallons 
of anticipated water savings per year.

RESIDENT RESOURCES
Water conservation can be achieved through efficient use of faucets 
and other fixtures.  Any replacement fixtures installed by residents 
should be water-efficient and WaterSense labeled where possible.

ENERGY PERFORMANCE
The project was designed with energy efficiency in mind.  Some of 
the project’s energy efficient measures include:

• Efficient lighting design using LED lighting throughout the building
• Water source heat pumps with 14.4-17 EER cooling efficiency
• Condensing boilers rated at 94% efficiency
• ENERGY STAR appliances
• Low flow plumbing fixtures

RESIDENT RESOURCES
Use energy in an efficient manner to the extent feasible to reduce 
utility bills and for environmental conservation. For example, any 
replacement lighting or lamps should also be LED lighting. 

Also consider green power. Pepco allows customers to purchase 
elec-tricity from any generation company while they deliver power 
to the home.  The below link from My Green Montgomery identi-
fies compa-nies that supply green power which are also available 
through Pepco.

https://mygreenmontgomery.org/2019/buying-green-electricity-2/ 
https://www.pepco.com/MyAccount/MyService/Pages/MD/Energy 
SupplyOptions.aspx

INDOOR ENVIRONMENT
• Low VOC paints, coatings, adhesives, sealants and flooring were 

installed during construction. 
• MERV 13 filters have been installed for ventilation systems serving 

the building.  MERV 13 filters are filters with a stringent filtration 
rating which improves the quality of the building’s indoor air.

RESIDENT RESOURCES
The US EPA has a label for home cleaning products which have 
met EPA safety and environmental guidelines.  The “Safer Choice” 
label can help residents select safer cleaning products which also 
contributes to an improved indoor environment.  The below is a link 
to a searchable data-base of household cleaning products that 
have the Safer Choice label. https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice/
products


